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Music and Merriment in Melrose!
by Brian Mori

…brought to you by the letter “M!” Actually, it’s Osborn School
District who’s bringing live music to our streets, and they’ve vowed a
variety of vibrations. “We’ve changed it quite a bit this (third) year,”
said Amy Swietlik, Merriment’s coordinator and music teacher at
Solano Elementary. “We’re going to have a little bit of everything,
from student ensembles to a Caribbean steel group.” No fewer than
six adult bands will rotate between three stages along 7th Avenue
at Montecito, Glenrosa, and Heatherbrae. Those streets will be closed to cars so
guests can meander among 4k illuminarias. See “merriment” page two
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Project Update: Not Your Grandfather’s Storage’

Project Update:
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Around the Corner!
page six

Husband and wife developers Bruce and Kim Raskin spent the better part of
2017 filtering feedback of their proposed self-storage facility at 525 W. Turney
Avenue. The duo’s design team updated the Encanto Village Planning Committee Monday night of their progress, and the panel voted 12-2 in their favor. It
was the first of three hearings slated for the project over the next two months.
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by Brian Mori

The proposed 90k-square-foot facility,
which will feature a prominent cylindrical
entrance and vibrant materials, will stand
four stories tall, about one block east of
7th Avenue.
It will neighbor new apartments, a dance
club, a market, condos, and single-family
homes. See “storage” page two
What’s happening in Melrose, December 2017
9th Brian Wiley Foundation Bicycle Bar Rally & Pub Crawl
13th–16th Sweet Salvage is open
14th–17th The Picker’s Palace is open
16th Groundbreaking of Melrose “Lyceum”
Music and Merriment in Melrose event
Hard-hat tours of P.B. Bell’s “The Curve” apartments during “Merriment”
21st Merry Melrose Third Thursday Holiday Party
21th–23rd The Picker’s Palace is open
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W Montecito Ave
N 6th Dr

W Glenrosa Ave
W Heatherbrae Dr

N 7th Avenue

W MacKenzie Dr

Merriment: Osborn students will also perform, including a trashcan
percussion drum ensemble. There’ll be food trucks, and folks from “The
Curve” apartments will offer hot cocoa and hard-hat tours of their new
building from 4-6pm. Several merchants will remain open during the
event. “We’ve always had huge support for the arts,” Swietlik said.
“We’re looking forward to having a big crowd.” Swietlik said Osborn
especially values music. “We realized as (Merriment) grew, that it
wasn’t really about raising money,” she said. “It’s about connecting
our community to the school district and raising appreciation for the
arts.” The Community Alliance of Seventh Avenue partnered with Osborn, Phoenix Neighborhood Services, and others to organize the
event. Donations will support the Osborn Music Department.
Read more about “Merriment” at ThisMelroseLife.com
When: Sat. Dec. 16 4-8p.m.

W Indian School Rd Where: Montecito, Glennrosa, and Heatherbrae

Cost: Free (donations welcome)

Storage: The Raskins raised eyebrows with their unique response to neighborhood objections last spring.
They hired three local design firms to collect input from area activists, and then presented to a panel
of neighborhood leaders during a charette style design competition in August. Renderings varied in
color and materials, and each proposed public event or work space. As presented Monday, the project
includes about 2k square-feet the public can rent for events.
“I wish every (project) we went through could be this way” said Encanto member Rebecca Wininger.
“That a developer would meet with the neighborhood and ask ‘is there something that we could include
to improve the area?” Wininger was one of the judges at the charette in August, and sits on the Phoenix Planning Commission. She voted in favor of the project.
Originally from the Seattle area, the Raskins have developed several commercial and residential
properties between Phoenix and Scottsdale. They said they invested in The Melrose District because of
its unique tapestry of middle century homes, mom-and-pop shops, and the boon of new, market rate
apartments opening in central Phoenix.
The couple sat down with the writer of This Melrose Life for an interview in August. “Things are changing and evolving which is really exciting,” said Kim Raskin. “(Melrose) has a cool, hip urban feeling.”
They planned to repurpose the existing, 13k square-foot vacant structure, which was built in the
1970’s, into an indoor gym. Disagreements with an end-user
tenant, as well the current building’s deterioration changed
their minds.
“New storage isn’t like your grandfather’s storage,” Bruce
explained in August. “There’s a growing demand with people
moving back into the cities.” Over a thousand storage units
already exist on the Melrose Mile, and at least six facilities
are within a three-mile radius. Most are near capacity, and all
are over twenty years old. “Not all storage is created equal,”
Bruce said. “We’re talking about a state of the art facility.”
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Still, several nearby residents object to the use.
“(Storage) will not significantly create jobs,” wrote Brianna Klink in a letter filed with the City. “These
facilities are ubiquitous to the area.” She said Monday night she and several neighbors had not been
asked for input.
“We weren’t invited to vote and we live 800 feet away,” said Will Gardner. “Definitely no one wants
storage.”
Chanel Godwin grew up in Melrose-Woodlea and lives across the street from the current site. “I’m glad
my tree hides the ugliness,” she said in an August interview. “I want more art and less abandoned building.” She did not oppose storage, but said she had not been contacted.
“I’m concerned about the traffic and the way it looks,” said Palmer Challela, another Turney Ave resident in August. “This is a nice, residential, and historical neighborhood.” A retired engineer, Challela
has lived on Turney for about two decades. “I’d prefer something else,” he said. “But storage seems
fairly innocuous.”
The Raskins did not speak at Monday’s hearing, but were represented by their attorney. “The reason
there are so many self-storage facilties in this area is because of the type of homes,” Said Jason Morris,
of Withey Morris P.L.C. “The facilities that are already here are old, outdated, and not a competition
for this type of use.”
Stacy Louis owns the dance club Stacy’s @ Melrose adjacent to the Raskins’ property. “I’m very concerned about the parking,” he said before the meeting. “It could affect my business.” Louis has been
renting extra spaces from the Raskins and said he doesn’t object to storage, so long as his patrons can
park at night.
Traffic was brought up several times at the meeting, but few specifics were shared. Morris said that at
an average of 1.7 cars per hour, storage uses less parking than most other businesses.
The storage facility will not be open 24 hours,
Morris told the Committee.
A City zoning administrator determined
self-storage is allowed within the Seventh Avenue Main Street Overlay zone, but the Council must approve both a special-use permit and
height waiver to build to 56 feet as planned.
The City of Phoenix Planning Commission will
vote on the project January 4, and a final City
Council Hearing is planned in February.
To read more about the meeting, the charette, neighborhood concerns, or listen to interviews with
The Raskins and their architect, visit ThisMelroseLife.com

photo credits: A.D.G. Architects and Commercialsearch.com
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Brick by Brick, New Park a Collaborative Effort
by Brian Mori

Rome wasn’t built in a day, nor will have “The Lyceum,” The Melrose
Groundbreaking Dec. 16th
District’s new town-square style park at the corner of 7th and Montecito
Aves. Starting in December, crews will begin to shape a quarter acre
of dirt into a cozy spot for residents, shoppers, diners, and passersby to muse. “This will be a place
for people to look at art on a Friday night,”
said Charley Jones, President of the Community Alliance of Seventh Avenue and the project’s
manager. “Or it might be a poetry reading.”
Jones said the “Lyceum,” Greek for “gathering
space,” will help refine Melrose identity between Camelback and Indian School Roads.
C.A.S.A. adopted the idea, which was Originally conceived by Woodlea-Melrose resident
Perry Allen, in 2014. “The concept is anybody
can use it,” Jones said. “It became possible because of Clear Channel (Group)’s commitment
to The Melrose District.” After years of discussions among neighbors, C.A.S.A. and the City of Phoenix
entered into an agreement with the outdoor advertising company to develop the unusually sized vacant lot upon which their digital billboard now stands. The space will include shade structures, seating,
vegetation, a stage, and lighting at night. “I think it’s a badass idea,” said T.J. Culp, owner of Restaurant Progress immediately next door. “I like that it’s just a place to hang out.”
Both Norris Design, L.L.C. and Harvest Design Group will donate
time and labor to get the project off the ground, and C.A.S.A
will oversee construction and maintenance after completion.
Those who want to forever inscribe their names into the park’s
cobblestone legacy can contact C.A.S.A. to purchase a brick.
“(The Lyceum) is going to breed community togetherness,” said
Teresa Stickler, co-owner of Melrose Pharmacy two doors down.
“It’s going to make people in the Melrose neighborhood proud.”
Jones said the space will be open for public use but the City doesn’t want organized events which
would require security, parking, and other permitting. “It’s up to us to police and maintain it,” Jones
said. “We expect everything is going to happen there, and we’re working on ways to get everyone
involved.” The design orients perspective toward both 7th and Montecito Avenues, making it easier
for passing residents and police to keep an eye on who’s doing what. The public will also be required
to follow noise and City Park ordinances. Stickler
said she liked that seating will prevent people from
camping overnight. “And I really like the lights,”
She continued. “It feels comfortable and cozy, not
stiff.” A groundbreaking ceremony will be held at
10 a.m. on December 16. Phoenix Councilwoman
Laura Pastor is expected to attend.
Learn more at: casaon7thave.org.
photo credits: Norris Design
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New Era at Refuge Café
by Brian Mori

The new year will bring new faces, new eats, and new
hours to a Melrose favorite. Long time Refuge Café char- New Hours:
7am – 5 pm Mon-Sat, 2pm Sun.
acters Jessica Lee and Lauren Cooperrider are stepping
from behind the counter to take on the world, philanthroNew breakfast and lunch items in January.
py style! Lee, 26, joined the Refuge in 2014. She and
her iconic blue hair, retro glasses, and unmistakeable Giving Tree:
laugh will be starting a non-profit in 2018 called “Ideas
Tax deductible gifts for vets, refugees,
Project.” Cooperrider, 22, came on board a year later.
and families.
She will continue to captivate colleagues with energetic
wit and insightful inqury while across the parking lot in Catholic Charities’ Philanthropy Department.
“I’ll miss making coffee and getting to talk to people who live near me,” Cooperrider said Friday. “I’m
sure I’ll be nervous, but I’ll learn.”
General Manager John Strawn said he was
grateful for their commitment as Refuge expanded into Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport, and grew
as a coffee roaster. “(Lee’s) one of the best
managers I’ve ever had,” said Strawn. “I can’t
really replace either because they know everything here as well as I do.” Strawn said patrons
should click with quirky noobs Chad Goldstein
and Jessica Potts. Goldstein, 24, co-owned his
family’s restaurant before he went to Australia to
compete in a live action role-play combat sport
(think Mad Max with styrofoam and p.v.c. piping.) He brought prickly pears into the Refuge
Friday to concoct his own syrup. “John encourages creation,” he informed. “You know, you
have to start somewhere.” Goldstein and Cooperrider settled on calling it, “Chad’s Cactus Juice,”
which he plans to use for Italian Sodas. Potts operates her own massage therapy business. “I think
we’ve done a good job hiring,” Strawn said. In addition to new friends, Strawn wants guests to look
forward to new breakfast, sandwhich, and salad creations in January. He kept his cards close on
details for now.
The Café will continue to open at 7 each morning, but will now close at 5 p.m. “We’re realizing
we’re just more of a breakfast and lunch place
during the day,” he said. “This will let us focus
more on catering and events as well.” Compassionate conoisseurs can pick a gift from the Refuge Giving Tree for a veteran, foster child, refugee family or those who have suffered domestic
violence. Strawn said the gift is tax deductible.
“Bring in the gift and the receipt and we’ll write
it up for you at the counter.”
photo credits: Brian Mori
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Project Update: “The Curve,” is Just Around the Corner!
by Brian Mori

“The Curve at Melrose,” so named for the unusual bend in Seventh Avenue, is expected to bring hundreds of new residents to an area that’s seen some home prices double in just a few years.
Atop what was four acres of dirt for decades, apartment developer P.B. Bell is on schedule to open
it’s 204 market-rate apartments in February. Studio, one, and two-bedroom models are available for
pre-leasing. They range from $1200-$1550 on the project’s website.
“(Melrose) is a very eclectic, diverse, and hip neighborhood,” said Mike Truman, V.P. of Development
for Scottsdale-based P.B. Bell. “I’ve kinda fallen in love with it over the years.”
Truman has managed the project since Bell acquired the land in 2013. He’s been its public face at
neighborhood meetings since plans were first filed with
the city.
Open Date: February 2018
Tours: During Melrose Event Dec. 16
from 4-6 p.m or visit curveatmelrose.com

“Melrose gives you that urban feel, but it still has a
very tight neigborhood,” he said in an interview with
This Melrose Life. “If you go half a mile to Central Avenue you don’t have that.”
Truman worked with Melrose activists
to design a project that complements
the visual character of the area.
“We are very sensitive to neighborhoods,” He elaborated. “We design
and build these as if we’re going to
own them for a long time.”
At five stories, the Curve’s slanted
rooves, pastel highlights, and staggered façades nod to mid-century modern motifs.

“We don’t mind standing out,” Truman
said. “But not like a sore thumb.” Truman said his company profits in the
long run by investing in unique, memorable products. They plan to own and manage “The Curve” for several years.
Many merchants along the Melrose Mile welcome the new residents, though also see construction
as a signal to preserve the neighborhood’s identity.
“I am very excited,” said Stacy Louis, owner of the dance club Stacy’s @ Melrose immediately next
door. “The Curve is going to bring me a lot of business.” The Curve is one of two structures being
built next to Stacy’s. “I don’t want to see four more apartment complexes here,” Louis added. “I
think it’s important to keep it neighborly.”
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Bill Sandweg, owner of Copper Star Coffee two blocks away expressed a similar view.
“I think (The Curve) is going to be great for the neighborhood,” he said. “But, I also share the fear of
those who say ‘they’re building too many apartments.”
Sandweg was speaking generally about a dozen multifamily projects across central Phoenix.
P.B. Bell, who recently opened the 244-bed “Escape” at 16th Street and Highland Ave., received national attention when they tried to tear down the now vacant Melrose Liquors building in front of “The
Curve.”
Bell originally bought the irregularly shaped, pink
and cyan parallelogram with plans to incorporate it
into the apartment project, but decided to demolish
it after design negotiations with the City of Phoenix.
“Personally, I did not agree with that decision,” Truman said. “I was overruled, so we applied for a demo
permit and then, well, you know what happened.”
Over 1300 Melrose activists signed a petition to save
the building.
“I got a call from a friend in Florida who read about
it in U.S.A. Today,” Truman said with a laugh. “He
asked, ‘are you trying to tear down some liquor
store?”
After that, P.B. Bell entered into contract with restauranteur Rebecca Golden to re-adapt the liquor
store into a bistro eatery.
Golden, who founded 32 Shea in North Phoenix, is marketing the upcoming cafe as “The Googie on
Melrose,” a reference to the architectural style found in several buildings along 7th Ave.
“This time, the developer was willing to have the conversation,” said Michelle Dodds, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of Phoenix to the New Times in July. “That doesn’t happen a lot.”
“We’re happy about it to be honest,” Truman said. “(A public place) was our original plan.” Truman
shared many details about his company and the project in an exclusive interview with This Melrose
Life, which can be heard online.
Folks from The Curve will also host a booth at the Music and Merriment in Melrose holiday event
Dec. 16. They will be offering hard-hat tours of their building from 4-6 p.m.
Listen to the interview with Truman and read more about the project at ThisMelroseLife.com

photo credits: P.B. Bell and Brian Mori
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“The Melrose District” is an evolving Phoenix destination. Those who came before, as much and those
who are still to come, deserve to understand who and what this area was, is, and how it’s growing.
These truths are best revealed by those who live, transact, invest, and experience Melrose first hand.
Authenticity, collaboration, and trust are paramount in a community. The Publisher of This Melrose Life
wishes to thank the following people and businesses without whose support this endeavor would not
be possible: Copper Star Coffee, The Refuge Café, Stacy’s @ Melrose, New Sun Energies, Hoot n’
Waddle Productions, Pam Pawloski, and Kenyatta Turner.

Thursday, December 21st
6-8 pm
A Merry Melrose 3rd Thursday

Holiday Party!
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Who? You + 1 guest
Where? 700 W. Campbell Ave. (outdoors, dress accordingly)
RSVP: melrose3rdthursday@gmail.com
Let’s gather & celebrate the wonderful growth
Melrose has experienced this year, meet your fellow
business owners & mingle with friends old & new!
Organized by Melrose 3rd Thursday.com, Food hosted by SAMA & Catered by PHX Burrito House

