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No More Pink!?!
by Brian Mori 

Whether or not you’re a fan of hot pink, the only place you’ll find any trace of it 
on a once iconic Melrose building is on an electrical box and an air-conditioner 
in the back. As of Saturday, the building that Melrose went mad over last summer 
matches the new apartment building behind it. See “Pink” page two
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‘The Googie’ Will Need Melrose Support
by Brian Mori 

If restauranteur Rebecca Golden can have her way, she’ll serve Melrose-ians cof-
fee, breakfast, lunch, dinner, cocktails, and some right to your car.“I think a good 
spot has to offer a lot of diversity,” she said in an interview with T.M.L. “And this 
neighborhood has a lot of diversity.” See “Googie” page four
 

 What’s happening in Melrose, January and February 2018 
Jan.13th

18th

25th 
Feb. 7th 

Feb. 15th

Grand Opening of Sunshine Craft Co.
Melrose Third Thursday / Moonlight on Melrose
S.A.M.A. quarterly General Meeting (Location T.B.A.)
City Council will vote on Melrose storage project
Zoning Adjustment hearing for “The Googie”

Project Update: Commission O.K.’s Self-Storage
by Brian Mori

Husband and wife commercial developers Bruce and Kim Raskin have waited nearly 
a year to break ground on their 90k-square-foot self-storage facility proposed just off 
Seventh Avenue.
 
They’re one vote shy of public approval after the Phoenix Planning Commission rec-
ommended unanimously the night of January 4th that the City Council approve a 
special-use permit and height waiver for their proposed four-story building at 555 W. 
Turney Ave. See “Storage” page five
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Painting to Preserve Pride... and Pedestrians
by Brian Mori

Metro Phoenix L.G.B.T.Q. activists want to honor the Melrose District’s legacy of 
leadership by painting the existing crosswalk at 7th and Glenrosa Avenues all the 
colors of the rainbow. 
 
 “Melrose has always been the place to go 
sit down and have dinner with your (same-
sex) partner, and not worry about holding 

their hand,” said Mark Leeper, President of Phoenix Pride’s Board 
of Directors. “This is a great way to increase the visibility of the 
community and it’s also going to be good for tourism.”

Leeper, 31, leads the organization that hosts Phoenix Pride week 
in April. Glenrosa is one of two crosswalks Pride wants to paint 
right now, the other is in the arts district at Central Avenue and 
Roosevelt. Eventually, Pride wants to paint several existing cross-
walks in both neighborhoods.

“Even Tucson now has done this,” Leeper said. “The feedback we’re getting is ‘why hasn’t Phoenix?”
 
Finish this story at Melroselife.com.

Pink: “I didn’t do it,” said Rebecca Golden, the 
restauranteur from north Phoenix who wants to re-
hab the vacant, and now cream colored Melrose 
Liquors building into a new bistro. “It’s not even 
mine yet.”
 
Golden entered into contract with apartment devel-
opers P.B. Bell last year. She said the formerly pink 
and cyan paralellogram she’s trying to renovate 
has been held in escrow while she secures financ-
ing and public approvals for her new restaurant 
concept, ‘The Googie.’ (See 
article: Googie Needs Mel-
rose Support).

Bell acquired what most peo-
ple still call ‘The Pink Liquor 
Building’ in 2013 along with 
four acres of dirt on which 
they built their five-story 
“Curve Luxury Apartments.”
 
Project manager Trey Brandt confirmed Tuesday 
that Bell painted over the pink.

“It wasn’t looking very good, it had been tagged 
(with Graffitti),” Bradnt said. “I think people 
would be happy it wasn’t pink.”

Brandt said he understands why Melrose wants to 
save the architecture, but was not able to speak to 
definite plans for the building.
 
“I kinda liked the hot pink,” said Christine Smith. 
“It looked like the fifties.” Smith and her husband 
Steve live in Encanto. They had breakfast at Mel-
rose Kitchen Sunday, as they have for years. “It’s 
kinda hard to see,” Steve said. “It was easier to see 
pink.”
 

Marcus Waters sells vintage 
clothing and is no stranger to 
shops on Seventh Avenue.
 
“The building at this point 
just vanished,” he said Sun-
day morning. “I rode my bike 
right (past) here and I didn’t 
even notice it.”
 
Waters said he remembers 

the Melrose outcry to save the building last sum-
mer. “The valley has these iconic landmarks that 
are more eclectic to our collective memory than 
street names,” he said. “If I was going to tell people 
about the culture or identity of a place, this would 
be one of those things.”
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Bell originally planned to incorporate the building 
into their complex - rumors floated around about it 
being their front office - but filed demolition permits 
after negotiations with city planners required them to 
give up parking and open space. At one time there 
was even talk of putting in a dog park.
 
“Personally, I did not agree with that decision,” said 
Mike Truman, Bell’s V.P. of Development in an inter-
view with T.M.L. last fall. “I was overruled, so we 
applied for a demo permit and then, well, you know 
what happened.”
 
Over 1000 Melrose ac-
tivists signed a petition to 
save the building, which 
was built in 1957, and rep-
resents what architects 
call “Googie” style.” The 
City of Phoenix Heritage 
Preservation Commission 
considered delaying the 
demolition - the City can-
not outright prevent such 
without landmark status 
- and P.B. Bell instead de-
cided to sell it.
 
“I got a call from a friend 
in Florida who read 
about it in U.S.A. Today,” Truman said with a laugh. 
“He asked, ‘are you trying to tear down some liquor 
store?”
 
Golden filed initial renderings with city planners on 
Thursday and requires several approvals, including 
permits to allow outdoor music, cocktails, and a 
parking reduction.
 
“It looks very retro to me,” said Dee Dee Wood. 
“I like the drive through.” Wood lives in Glendale. 
She antiques a lot, but a flea market brought her to 

Melrose for the first time Sunday. “The stores that 
I’ve been in here, the people are friendly and not 
pushy,” she said. “A lot of times you get into the 
other ones and they’re really crazy busy.”
 
Wood said she was still impressed by the liquor 
building, even though it’s no longer pink. “I would 
love to see it preserved,” she said. “I find it very 
interesting to see both. It’s what we live in, the old 
and the new.” Wood said she thinks people who 
can find work in central Phoenix would love Mel-
rose. “It’s very retro,” she said.  “Most of the build-
ings are kept up very nicely.”

 
Waters said he ap-
preciates Bell’s trans-
parency. “There was 
a lot of available in-
formation, and there 
didn’t seem to be a 
lot of ‘no comment,” 
He said. “You can tell 
when a developer is 
blowing smoke, you 
know.”
 
Waters was not very 
impressed by The 
Curve, however. 
“This building here 

is incredibly disinteresting,” He said, pointing to 
The Curve. “It’s not an office building, it’s a liv-
ing space.”
 
Brandt said the Curve leasing office will be open 
the first week of February, and residents will be 
allowed to move in March.
 
P.B. Bell V.P. of Development Mike Truman was 
not available to talk on the phone Tuesday but 
you can listen to a candid interview with him at 
ThisMelroseLife.com.

S.A.M.A. App in the Works
by Brian Mori

One of the best parts of being a small business owner is you get to deal. Member-to-member dis-
counts have been tossed back and forth Seventh Avenue for years. Last month, the Seventh Avenue 
Merchants Association Governing Board voted to take that, and several other ideas mobile. 
Learn more and take a survevy at ThisMelroseLife.com.
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Googie: Golden filed documents with the City of 
Phoenix Thursday to adapt the “Melrose Liquors” 
building into a new neighborhood bistro.
 
Two days later, the iconic pink and cyan parallelo-
gram was coated in a single shade of beige, which 
Golden said she didn’t do. (Read article: “No More 
Pink!?!”)
 
“I think people enjoy trying different places,” Gold-
en said. “We have to try to draw business to the 
community together.” According to her, the former-
ly  pink and cyan parallelogram has been held in 
escrow while she arranges funding and approvals.
 
The building, built in 1957, garnered national atten-
tion last summer when a thousand people signed a 
petition to prevent its demolition.
 
The name, if not today’s paint scheme, refers to the 
mid-century-modern/ space-age theme also evoked 
in the facades of retail across the street. It can also 
be found in Copper Star Coffee and the former 
Paris Laundry down the way, as well as hints in P.B. 
Bell’s new “The Curve Luxury Apartments” next 
door.
 
“I feel the building 
really named it-
self,”  Golden said 
laughing. “Half the 
people at (the June 
city meeting) were 
defending it, saying 
‘but it’s a Googie’ 
and the rest were 
asking ‘what’s a 
Googie?”
 
Rather than fight 
City Hall, owner P.B. Bell entered into contract 
with Golden. “Honestly, we’re happy about (The 
Googie),” said Mike Truman, Bell’s V.P. of Devel-
opment in an interview with T.M.L. last fall. “We 
really want to be a good neighbor.”
 
Truman’s company will open five stories of 
apartments directly behind Golden’s proposed 
Googie in February. Bell acquired the vacant 
land - the Melrose liquor store was included 
- in 2013. Truman Said the 2017 demolition at-
tempt was the result of negotiations with the City.  

Bell went back to the table with those who submitted 
offers. Truman said they were very careful consid-
ering offers from end-users who wanted to buy the 
building. “Rebecca’s not like other restaurant devel-
opers,” he said. “At the end of the day, it’s still our 
front door.”
 
Bell confirmed Tuesday they painted over the hot-
pink. The building is not designated a historic land-
mark and can still be demolished.
 
Golden founded the highly successful 32 Shea in 
North Phoenix in 2011. She said she was inspired by 
the first Postino that opened in Arcadia over 15 years 
ago.  For now, she is playing her cards very close as 
to what “The Googie” will look like, and what exact-
ly will be on her menu, but she is very excited about 
“The Googie.”
 
Still funky, the building needs complete renovation 
inside. It doesn’t even have a kitchen yet, and Gold-
en wants to build a patio on its north side. “To really 
be a community hub it has to have a patio,” she said. 
“That’s just natural to me.” She also envisions music 
and outdoor patio games, and will “of course” let 

patrons bring their 
dog. She is also ad-
amant on keeping 
the drive-through 
window.
 
Many of her ideas 
are subject to ap-
proval by the City.
 
The unusual wedge-
shaped lot where 
6th Drive meets the 
curve in 7th Avenue 
will require a zoning 

adjustment for parking, traffic, a drive-through, out-
door recreation, and alcohol near a residential area. 
Golden hopes activists who spoke out last year to 
save the building will speak up when it’s her turn for 
approvals.
 
A hearing is scheduled for February 15th at 1:30 
p.m. in City Hall.
 
Share your thoughts and stay informed on this proj-
ect by following Thismelroselife on Twitter.



This Melrose Life January 2017

Storage: Not a single person spoke in favor or 
against their state-of-the-art project at the public 
meeting, which was heavily opposed in its infancy.
 
Since last spring, the Raskins have met with neighbor-
hood activists and involved Melrose leaders in the 
creation of an unusual design, which will neighbor 
a dance club, a convenience store, new apartments, 
condominiums and single-family homes.
 
The concepts dis-
cussed at public 
meetings include 
2k square feet 
of indoor com-
munity space, or 
space that can 
be rented, and 
an outdoor am-
phitheater.
 

The scope of these amenities are not guaranteed by 
the public approvals under consideration, and ulti-
mately subject to negotiation with City Staff.
 
Why Did No Public Speak at Hearing?
 
“I’d like to compliment the (Raskins) for really en-
gaging the neighborhood in a unique way,” said 
Phoenix Planning Commissioner Andrea Katsenes. 
“It’s the first time I’ve heard of a process getting the 
neighborhood involved in the design, and what the 
final product will look like.” She initiated both mo-
tions for approval.
 
Commissioner Rebecca Wininger said she was not 
surprised by low turnout.
 
“If there’s not a neighborhood outcry you tend to 
lose people along the way,” she said to T.M.L. after 
the hearing. “Sometimes they decide they don’t real-
ly care or it’s not worth fighting.”
 
Wininger is an I.T. infrastructure specialist who  sits 
on both village and citywide planning boards. She 
supported the Raskins during the December Encanto 
Village Planning Committee Meeting, which voted 
10-2 in favor, after also serving as a judge in a de-
sign competition the Raskins hosted in August.
 
“Most developers will not pay three architects to 
come up with a design and ask the neighborhood, 

‘do you like this,” Wininger said Thursday.
 
Seventh Avenue Merchants’ Association Mem-
bership Director Kenyatta Turner and Grandview 
Neighborhood Association Board President Pam 
Pawlowski were also judges in the charrette, which 
was attended by about ten members of the public 
who were not involved with the event or neighbor-
hood associations.
 
About thirty people attended in total.
 
S.A.M.A. Board President Mike Poulton personally
supported the project to the Encanto Board in De-
cember, though the non-profit did not take an offi-
cial stance.
 
A public hearing will be held February 7 at 2:30 
p.m. in the City Council Chambers.

Finish this story, which includes comments from 
Stacy Louis and Turney Avenue residents, at this-
melroselife.com.

More Moonlight-ers 
Wanted in Melrose
by Brian Mori

Everyone and 
their moth-
er, neighbor, 
partner, and 
dog are en-
couraged to 

keep  joining the “not-so-street-fair” that hap-
pens every third Thursday around 6:30 p.m. 
at Campbell Place (north of the Grand Ca-
nal).
 
“We want to draw people to our neighbor-
hood to linger longer and explore,” said Te-
resa Martin, co-owner 
of Kharma Life Center. 
“We want to offer the 
local residents an op-
portunity to shop in their 
own neighborhood, af-
ter hours.”
 
More details on this month’s ‘Moonlight’ at 
thismelroselife.com

Current rendering of proposed storage 
facility at 525 w. Turney Ave.                           
Photo Credit: Andrews Design Group



Shovels in! ‘Lyceum’ Due by Street Fair!
by Brian Mori

Melrose broke ground December 16th on it’s new town-square style park at 7th and Montecito Avenues. 
Crews are working feverishly to get it ready by March. Read and listen about the project and people who 
contributed, at ThisMelroseLife.com, or follow us on Twitter @ThisMelroseLife. 

1. A crowd gathers to celebrate the groundbreaking of the 
Melrose Lyceum, Dec. 16, 2017.

2. Concept rendering for “The Lyceum” by Norris Design 

3. Left to Right: Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton, Councilwom-
an Laura Pastor, Clear Channel’s Diane Veres, C.A.S.A. 
President Charley Jones, Melrose resident Perry Allen, 
Phoenix Neighbrohoods Specialist Lisa Huggins-Hubbard, 
& Mary Estes Norris Design Group.

4. “I am so overwhelmed by the commitment of this commu-
nity” - Diane Veres, President of Clear Channel Outdoor’s 
Southwestern Region (project partner and sponsor). “This 
property is officially the property of the City of Phoenix.”

5. “The big projects are really improtant to the future of our 
city,” said Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton. “It’s the smaller 
projects that make our city more liveable (...) where hu-
man beings can come together and spend a little more time 
talking about their neighborhood.”

6. “It’s a place to gather, for respite alone,  and  there’s 
a stage to share ideas,” said Melrose-Woodlea resident 
Perry Allen, who conceived of The Lyceum. “I am so thrilled 
to see what you’re going to do with it.”

7. “It’s not every day that you get to build a park...get 
a chance to get a bunch of your friends together and do 
something huge,” said Charley Jones, President of the Com-
munity Alliance of Seventh Avenue, and project manager.  

8. Perry Allen: “The first person who ever heard the idea 
was (Grandview President) Pam Pawlowski. She connected 
me with C.A.S.A. Without Pam, the Lyceum would never 
have happened.”  

9. “When I entered office, (former Councilman) Tom Sim-
plot said there are two projects I want you to shepheard, 
the pink (Melrose Liquors) building and the Lyceum.” 
- District 4 Councilwoman Laura Pastor. 

Thank you to Leland Gebhardt photography.
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There Was Music and ‘Merriment in Melrose’ December 16th
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T.M.L. Wants YOUR Help
Why a magazine?
 
Because this neighborhood deserves to dictate its own destiny. You’ve earned It! T.M.L. can  help, but we 
can’t do it alone. T.M.L. would not exist without the precious support of some of the same people who’ve 
made this ‘hood what it is today, and you know what? THAT is how the discipline we call “journalism” 
began.
 
In 2018, literally anyone can publish information to the masses about whatever they want. Farthest from us 
is to stifle free expression, but more than ever it takes a dedication to truth - by definition: a sum meaning 
of all known facts – to show a neighborhood of creative risk-takers what they look like to each other, and 
the outside.
 
Your actions and words are the record of Melrose.
 
What do you want to know?  The more direction you give T.M.L., the more reflection we’ll give you. We 
also need your support financially and philosophically. We can’t – won’t – do this without both. Visit 
thismelroselife.com to submit content, questions, ask about advertising, and take surveys!
 
T.M.L. asks for your contribution, however you best see fit. We need your feedback, your facts, your 
truths, your opinions, WE DEFINITELY NEED YOUR PHOTOS and your tips. 
 
T.M.L. thanks the following Melrose businesses for their support!


